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Introduction and Context

� DISelect 1.0 shortcomings

— Only an expression language is allowed (XPath)

— Complexity through AVTs, is that really needed?

— No interoperability with the DDR Simple API

— Selection instructions are spread over the markup of the host 
language

– Difficult to validate

— Not specified how to use it in existing markups ex. XHTML or HTML5

� DIAL 1.0 shortcomings

— XHTML 2 R.I.P.

� We are focusing now on DISelect 2.0

— As a future component of DIAL 2.0

— Main target: Simplification and fostering developers adoption
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DISelect 2.0 Discussion
Expression Language

� Can we specify a minimal E.L. not bound to EcmaScript or 

XPath? 

— Minimal syntax and operations

— Easy to be processed at the client and server side, without 

requiring an XPath processor
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DISelect 2.0 Discussion
Integration with the DDR Simple API (Proposal)

� Through a namespaced function, propertyValue , that will allow to 
obtain the value of properties in a vocabulary

� Example:

— ddr:propertyValue(‘vendor’,’webBrowser’)

— ddr would have been declared within the markup as
xmlns:ddr=http://www.w3.org/2008/01/ddr-core-vocabulary

� Other variants

— namespace:propertyValue (String localPropertyName)

� References: 

— http://forge.morfeo-
project.org/wiki_en/index.php/EL_Functions_%28DDR_%26_Convenience_f
unctions%29

� A harmonization of Delivery Context convenience functions might be 
needed
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DISelect 2.0 Discussion
Integration with the DDR Simple API (Proposal)

XHTML 1.1 as host language
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DISelect 2.0
Integration with host languages

� A minimal integration can be done with an additional attribute of every element 
in a host language that allow its selection according to the Delivery Context

— In XHTML it would be the “Selection Attribute Module”

— An implementation of such a module is at http://www.w3.org/2007/uwa/editors-
drafts/DIAL/sel-attr-module/

— For SVG this is also possible

– http://www.w3.org/TR/SVG11/extend.html

� Issue: HTML 5 extensibility

— http://lists.w3.org/Archives/Public/public-html/2008Apr/0205.html

� Cons:

— The “Selection Attributes Module” will allow only very simple selections and not 
complex conditional statements

� Pros:

— Simplicity

— Markup can be validated, which it is an advantage



TELEFÓNICA I+D

© 2009 Telefónica Investigación y Desarrollo, S.A. Unipersonal

DISelect 2.0
Separation between markup and selection

� It would be nice to have a mechanism that separates markup 

from selection

� The mechanism will allow to reference from an authoring unit 

another authoring unit with selection instructions

� The concept is similar to a style sheet but in this case would be 

a “DI Sheet”

� TI+D proposal

— See examples at 

http://www.w3.org/2007/uwa/editors-drafts/DIAL/diselect2-examples/
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DISelect 2.0
Separation between markup and selection

� Simplification proposals

— Drop AVTs

— Drop Variables

— Drop the if tag as it is no longer necessary

— Use CSS selectors and the @role attribute for selecting the 

elements subject to selection rules
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