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forms data, cookies,
server logs, click 
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policy languages
“sticky policies”

enforcement 
mechanisms
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sensors 

… and other 
interesting features
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W3C geolocation API
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browser’s responsibilities: 

access control
& transparency
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Device API and Policy 
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What’s a 
standards body’s 

role?
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What’s the user 
agent’s responsibility?
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What’s 
implementation 

choice?
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What’s the user’s 
responsibility?
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“Believing conceptual murkiness to be a key 
obstacle to resolving problems, many have 
embarked on the treacherous path of defining 
privacy. … Believing that one must define or 
provide an account of privacy before one can 
systematically address critical challenges can 
thwart further progress.”

– Helen Nissenbaum, “Privacy in Context”
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“What do you 
actually mean?”
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